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CHRISTIAN THEISM bK. H. Ting (continued from VII, 22) 


The Existence of God 


The Bible does not discuss the question of the existence of God. The first book in the Bible 
does not begin with an argument in favor of the existence of God, but with the declaration, 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 


Why did not God manifest Himself to us in such a way that His existence could not be 
doubted? We know that God is invisible, infinite, indefinable. To lay down a definition im- 
plies limitation, But God is infinite, and anything man can define is not God, Everything in 
the world is subject to definition, only God breaks through every definition that man makes, 
St. Anselm said, God is that than which nothing greater can be imagined. Clement of 

andria said, We cannot know what God is, but we can know a little of what He is not. i 

G: existence of God were as plain to you as the existence of this pulpit, what place would 4 
there be for faith? Faith is higher than scientific demonstration. Faith is the only thing in the 
world that will call men to great achievements and great sacrifices. Some one has said, 
**Religion is betting your life on the existence of God. Yes, religion is exploration, fellow- 
ship, love, a deep calling unto deep. Science may one day discover the existence on Mars of 
intelligent beings like men, but that scientific demonstration will not give us fellowship with 
them. Fellowship can be established only upon the basis of mutual trust. Take the parable of 
the Prodigal Son. The elder brother was living a tasteless life without faith, hope or charity. 
Although he daily saw the face of his father, yet his father’s existence meant nothing to him, 
much less was there any real fellowship, But when the younger brother found himself in serious 
trouble, his one thought was to return to the bosom of his merciful father. You may call it 
adventure, or the great decision. Certainly it was a venture of faith. And so he returned, And 
what he found was really the love of a father, and not the cold sentence of an impartial law. 
He truly became the son of his father, And after this experience his knowledge of his father, 
and his relation with his father, was something different from what it had been before. The 
father’s love has now transcended scientific demonstration and become the experience of faith. 
This relation and this experience, not even the older brother could understand, and outsiders . 
still less would know what is this deep calling unto deep. Do you know it? | 


How far can a man go in understanding God on the basis of his own reason and his obser- 
vation and analysis of nature? 


From observation of nature a man may perceive a certain order in nature, and conclude . 
that behind nature there is a mind or intelligence, The Roman emperor and philosopher Marcus 
Aurelius he was not a Christian once said, This world is either a haphazard miscellany or | 
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an ordered unity. If it is the former, what is there for me to consider except how | myself 2 
ultimately return to dust? But if it is the latter, then I am in the presence of the nund/that 


created that order; I am filled with awe, and have a ground on which to stand. 


If you were walking through a trackless desert and came upon a wristwatcfi lying on the 
ground, you would at once conclude that some one had been there before you, for the sands of 
the desert, no matter how they evolved, would nevergf themselves produce a wristwatch. The 
wristwatch in itself is an indication of a mind, an intelligence, a purpose. Now the universe is 
much more complicated than a wristwatch, and its workings much more exact. How,could it 
possibly be the result of an accidental concurrence of phenomena, without a mind or intelli- 
gence behind it? We cannot deny that behind the manifestations of nature there must be a 
mind, an intelligence, a purpose. Of course to make this affirmation does not solve every 
problem, but to fail to make this affirmation leaves still greater problems unsolved. 


Any one who calmly views the universe ought at least to reach this conclusion. But if he 
views the universe only in the light of reason, he will not be able to proceed further. He will 
not be able from nature to perceive more than this about the God who transcends nature. If this 
were not so, every scientist would be a theologian! 


You will see that I am pessimistic about the ability of man by his reason to find and recog- 
nize God in nature. But consider your own experience. I maintain that all that nature can give 
us is a certain sense of something immeasurable and mysterious, beyond man's power to interpret. 


Paul told the Athenians to ek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him and find him, 
though he be not far from every one of us; for in him we live, and move, and have our being. 
(Acts 17:27,28). Again God left not himself — in that he did good, and gave 
us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our he arts with food and gladness. (Acts 
14:17) Again, The invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and godhead, so that the 
are without excuse. (Ro. 1:20) But on the basis of human reason how much can we 70 
this God? We can know something of his creative activity, but how much can we know of 
purity, His righteousness, His love and His redemptive purpose? Who would not have a pessi- 
mistic answer to this question? We cannot help recalling the Old Testament words, Canst 
thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?“ (Job 11:7) 
So it is not surprising that Paul also presents another side to the picture. He said, After that 
in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. 


The foolishness of preaching is no less than the revealed truth of God. The mystery of 
nature can only be unfolded by revelation. Only after we have accepted the revelation, and 
come to know the Lord of revelation, can we understand the mystery of nature. But from that 
moment on, we can see in every part of nature the handiwork of God. 


Let us take an illustration, You are graduating this year. You think, I have been away 
from home for four years, I must go home and see my mother before reporting for work. But 
when you get there she is not at home. But you know her and love her, and as you go in and 
look around, everything in the house reminds you of her, But now supposing you had one of 
your classmates with you, one who did not know your mother, as he looks around the room it 
will not remind him of anything, to him it is just a room. 


Man is like this with nature, Unless you have come to know God through revelation, 
nature itself will only be space and mystery, and not much else, But if after receiving the 
revelation you again look at nature, all is now new. You now perceive that all nature and all 
the truth, goodness and beauty of the world proclaim the glory and working of God. 


In short, we Christians on the one hand recognize that the witness of nature is not enough, 
we cannot expect to know God from it, and therefore we are not disturbed when a man says that 
he cannot find God in nature, On the other hand we do not look upon nature with suspicion or 
deny it, because it is after all the handiwork of God. St. Thomas Aquinas summed it up ver 
well, ‘Grace does not deny nature, it fulfills it, 2 
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4 Finally then, the knowledge of God comes only through te ve lation. John 1:18 tells us; 
nat 0 


man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him.“ And the Lord Jesus himself says, I am the way, and the truth, 
, and the life; no man cometh to the Father but by me. The truth of these two passages is 


the borne out by the experience of countless Christians, 
nds of 
1. The Environment and Sin 
verse is 
Id it Modern atheistic thinking has a tendency to attribute all the ills in society to a bad social 
li- system, as though there could be no other source for them within man himself, 
a 
ry For Christians themselves this tendency is an important and useful corrective. In the past 


we thought little about the social order, Our bias was simply to attribute all evil to man’s sin- 
ful nature, We said, the question of sin is the only real question, once that question is solved, 


if he any social system will be good, and if it is not solved, no social system will be good. Today 
will we must acknowledge our mistake, It is true that the que sx on of sin is fundamental, But we 
If this cannot expect everybody to repent at once, and thus solv@the problem of sin. It is still neces- 


sary for men to live together before they have all repented and been regenerated, What kind of 
society will be best for our common life? That is an important question, which cannot be neg- 


recog- lected, The difference between socialism and capitalism is very great. Our studies during the 
an give past few years have shown us the superiority of socialism. We certainly cannot think of the two 
nterpret. systems as of equal value. 

d him, But can we deny the existence of sin? Certainly not. 

eing. 

za ve In New China the level of morality has been greatly raised. Moes that me an that the ques- 
8 tion of sin has been solved? Decidedly not. 


— 


The fact that man must come into a good environment (New China) in order to manifest a 
r standard of action does not mean that man is now without sin, rather it is a demonstration 
man is carrying a heavy load of sin, so that he is not able to overcome his environment, 


ssi- Consider your old grandfather or grandmother, crippled with rheumatism so that they canno 

st move around at all in the winter. Then spring and summer comes, and they become more 

1:7) lively. Does that mean they are now well? No, it only emphasizes the weakness of their bodies. 
that 

s of Not long ago I went to visit some country churches, and on the bus I sat by the driver, 


watching him as he alertly turned the wheel, now this way and now that. And I wondered, if | 
the road were perfectly straight and perfectly level, would it be possible for the driver to be not | 


tz so alert. Could he after setting the direction take his hands from the wheel and sit there read- 
ind ing a book? I answered my own question, No. Even if the road were as straight as a ruler, and 
that as level as a pane of glass, yet there is bound to be a.certain amount of play in the setting of ; 
the wheels, And if there is any play at all, even if it is too small to be measured, yet the result . 
would be that without the steering of the driver the car sooner or later would go into the ditch. : 
oy f As a saying in one of the old classics has it, A mistake of a thousandth of an inch can put one 
zut wrong by a thousand miles. Of course the straighter and smoother the road the better. But a 
nd good road cannot take the place of a responsible driver. Even the most up-to-date factory can- 
of not produce a car which will obviate this weakness inherent in the nature of acar, Man's life 
it in the world is like this. We must work for an improved social order and environment, but man’s 
— is not thereby canceled out, we still need a Lord to come and hold the steering wheel of our 
e. 


In a school where I once studied we had in the gymnasium a ball about the size of a basket- 
| all ball, but much heavier, and with an off center weight in it. The result was that no matter how | 
you tried you could not roll it straight. It was very exasperating. Is not man's life like that? 
In the presence of God, man yesterday, today and tomorrow still can be described in the words | 
igh, of Isaiah, ‘*All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way. 


that (53:6) 


In today's society the level of moral action has been raised, and this is a fact which we 
tians should welcome. We should not go around looking for flaws, trying to make some 
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one lose face, as if the only way to satisfy us were to discover that some one else was wrong. 
We should welcome a social system that shows itself able to raise the level of moral life. But 
the change of social system can only limit the effectiveness of sin, it cannot solve the problem 
of sin. Sin can only be healed by forgiveness, salvation and grace. It is not a matter of social 
progress, These two matters should not be confused. 


Perhaps some one will accuse me of having too pessimistic a view of man. But I ask you, 
what pessimism is there in this view? It is instead the greatest optimism. When the Prodigal 
Son came to understand his own sin, our Lord said of him, He came to himself. (Luke 15:17) 
Evidently in his sin he was not himself, but when he repented his true self showed itself. From 
this we can see that the Lord Jesus had a very high view of man, one which cannot be called 


pessimistic, 
(To be continued) 


MISSIONARY NEWS 
Lewis C. Walmsley, formerly Principal of the Canadian School in Chengtu, and more 


tecently of the Department of East Asiatic Studies in the University of Toronto, was a guest of 
the Chinese People’s Cultural Association of Peking for a month during the summer of 1957. He 
visited Sian, Chengtu and Chungking as well as the more usual cities of east and central China, 


CHURCH NEWS 
Reports from several independent sources indicate that Bishop W. Y. Chen (Methodist) is now 


living in Chungking with Mrs, Chen, neither of them in very good health. He is no longer in 
prison, but his liberty seems to be of a rather restricted sort. He has not resumed his church 
work, 

We are reliably informed that Communist officials take steps to ensure a good congregation 
in churches whenever there are to be visitors from the West. 

A Chinese Christian who left Shantung two or three ye ars ago reports that letters recently 
received show that the standard of living is lower there now than when he left. Meat and vege- 
table oil are rationed at a quarter pound each per person per month. The letters stated that 
Christians in the local churches there are firmer in the faith than ever. They believe that 
will surely let them worship Him more freely in the near future 

Two copies of the Nanking Seminary Review have been received in New York, for February 
and for August, 1957. The article by Bishop Ting which we are now in process of publishing is 
taken from the August number. Besides this there is an interesting article by YM Secretary | 
Kiang Wen-han on The Relation of Church and State, several articles of biblical interpretation, | 
and translations from the English by Dr. C. S. Hsieh, one of these being Hromadka's article on | 
The Crisis in Hungary, as found in Christianity and Crisis. M. A. C. Warren's book Caesar - | 


The Beloved Enemy is reviewed by Hsu Ju-lei,. Other writers are Miss Caroline Chen, Bishop 
T. K. Shen, Timothy Yang, Andrew Ch'eng 9 Ch’en (Ch'en Tse-min). 


A delegation of four Chinese churchmen is visiting Hungary as guests of the Hungarian | 
Ecumenical Council. They are Bishop K. H. Ting, Rev. Huang P'ei-yung (whom RNS describes 
as General Secretary of the Methodist Church; our last information was that he was Assistant 
Executive Secretary, with George Wu as Executive Secretary), Rev. Chen Chien-hsun, minis- 
terial president of the Lutheran Church, and Rev, Shen Teh-yung (identified by RNS as Presby- 
terian, but evidently the man we know as editor of Tien Feng). In welcoming them, Hungarian 
Reformed Bishop Albert Bereczky expressed regret that Chinese Protestants were not in the World 
Council of Churches, In replying to this point, Bishop Ting spoke guardedly of a return to the 
Council as a possibility, but said that three questions would need to be cleared up first: What 
can they contribute to the World Council? What can they receive from it? What must they 
guard themselves against? 

According to RNS, Peking Radio reported on December 6 that an enlarged meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Three-self Movement was in session in Peking, with the purpose of 
**inaugurating a movement of Socialist education among Chinese Christi ans. 

A group of Shanghai Catholic laymen, led by Chu Kung-chan and Mrs. Tung Kuei-min, 
has been agitating for the release of Bishop Ignatius Kung and other priests now in prison. Mrs. 
Kung also denied the charges of infanticide against Catholic orphanages, and asked that that 
question be reopened, The newspaper reporting this development is A incensed over it, and 
demands the punishment of the ringleaders of this agitation. O 
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